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Each year we do something a little different, a little new for our Fall Launch 

season. This year we did something really big. 

 

This year we fully integrated with the domestic student Chi Alpha. Historically, 

our ministries ran parallel. In recent years we began to slowly weave international 

ministry together with our domestic student ministry. Through prayer, along with 

getting advice and vision from our leadership, we decided to fully integrate this 

year. Definitely a success! 

 

What does that look like? 

 Small Groups with both international and domestic students 

 Internationals attend & serve at our large group worship service 

 Domestic Chi Alpha students reach their international classmates 

What are Amy and I doing? 

 Mentoring XA students and helping them understand how to connect with 

and share the Gospel with international students. 

 Planning monthly international parties which provide a place for students 

to connect and build friendships. 

 Meet with international students for Bible Study and mentorship. 

 and much more.... 

 

 

 



 

Snapshots of Success 
 

A text from an American student: Frank (Chinese student) came to small group 

last night and said “I don’t know a lot about God but I want to learn about Him 

through you guys.”  I was about in tears (hearing that from him). It was 

incredible.  

  

A second-year international student says: "It (Small group) is good, met some 

new faces there and Braedon and Phil (small group leaders) are really energetic." 

 

A first-year international student says: "My first small group experience was 

fantastic, I’m so glad I eventually find a way to express myself and made 6 new 

friends!" 

 

Tyler, a student group leader who has 4 internationals in his group, says: "I am 

glad that internationals feel comfortable to be in small group and I have observed 

that Christians' faith is different in different countries...It helps me to take a step 

back and see what I can change in my own faith journey.  It is great to have 

diversity."  

  

Ally, a fellow staff member shared this: “I recently ate hot pot on campus with 3 

international students that I met at our Labor Day party. I've never had hot pot 

before, but I always hear how much international students miss the food from 

back home. It was definitely new to my tastebuds. It's been super fun developing 

a friendship with them and getting to be their first American friend!” Two of those 

girls are coming to Fall Retreat this weekend! 

 

 

 



 

Financial Update 
 

Personal Funds: We are still underfunded and were not able to receive our full 

paycheck for the past two months.  You can help by partnering with monthly 

gifts, increasing your current gift, or sending in a special gift to help make up the 

difference.   We need $2,000 in special gifts by Christmas and then $500 per 

month so that we can receive a full paycheck going forward.  Contribute here. 

 

Ministry funds:  We need about $1,500 to cover expenses and retreats this 

semester and then $3,000 for the Spring semester.  Contribute here. 

 

 

Jasson sharing how Chi Alpha brought a sense of belonging 

Thank God & XA for a sense of belonging 
 

Jasson, a student from Honduras (pictured apple picking above), plugged into our 

group and comes to everything he can. Here is what he told me in the video 

above: "Being an international student here in the University of Minnesota is like 

a very difficult experience because you are far from home and all that stuff, but 

I would say my experience would have been much different without Chi Alpha 

because here is where I have found like a family that I can call. When I miss my 

family back in Honduras I just think about the people I have here in the 

community that we have through small group and the large group and all the 



 

events the people organize. I really thank God and I really thank Chi Alpha for 

giving me this sense of belonging here in the University of Minnesota."  Pray that 

he will grow stronger in his faith and be more equipped to take the Gospel 

to his campus in Honduras. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 
 

Pray for favor from the University and the committee members who will be 

reviewing our grant application next week. We applied for funds to help cover 

the cost of our monthly international parties.     

 

Pray for Fall Retreat this weekend.  We have a record number of domestic 

students attending as well as a few internationals. Pray that students would 

respond to the messages, be sensitive to God working on their hearts and 

that strongholds in their lives will be broken this weekend.  Pray that the 

barriers would be taken away for those that want to be baptized.    

 

Pray for wisdom and favor as we throw a party after our Missions Week Chi Alpha 

service next week. At the service they will be challenged to sign up for missions 

trips.  At our after party we will challenge them to be missional every day on 

campus and reach out to the 126+ nations represented on their campus.  Pray 

that the freshman and new students would catch the vision and culture for 

reaching out to the internationals students.  

 

Pray for Jonas that he will continue to eat well and gain weight.  We have seen 



 

definite progress over the past few months but he still needs improvement in 

swallowing. Please pray that there will be a breakthrough in that. 

 


